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July 5.190J 1552 

JAPAN. 

Report from Yokohama — No other plague-infected rats found. 

Yokohama, Japan, June 5, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that, notwithstanding the alarming 
discovery of pest infected rats in and about the University of Tokyo, 
as noted by me in my letter of May 30, no further dangerous vermin 
have been detected in that neighborhood or in any other part of the 
city. Professional as well as public opinion seems to have agreed that 
the partial dissemination of the bacilli at the University was due to the 
carelessness of a subordinate about the bacteriological laboratory. 

Of the occurrence of a case of plague among the passengers from 
Hongkong to Nagasaki per Pacific Mail steamship China, I have this 
day made a special report. 

Plague continues to increase in Formosa, but, with the exception of 
this very present and grave danger to Japan proper, the sanitary con- 
dition of the country is most satisfactory. 

•Respectfully, Stuart Eldridge, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

IT. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

A death from plague among the passengers from the steamship China at 

Nagasaki. 

Yokohama, Japan, June 5, 1901. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that the Pacific Mail steamship 
China, from Hongkong to this place, via ports, and from Yokohama to 
Honolulu and San Fraucisco, brought from Hongkong to Nagasaki 47 
Chinese firemen for U. S. transport Kintuck, and, arriving at Nagasaki 
June 1, there passed quarantine after a rigid inspection. On the 2d, 
one of the party referred to, who had been transferred to the Kintuck, 
developed plague symptoms and died of the disease on the 3d. 

The China had already left for Kobe before the discovery of the 
nature of the case, although it finally seems to have been well marked, 
and the Kintuck is now in quarantine. 

Dr. Bowie, advisory physician of United States consulate at Nagasaki, 
telegraphed me the tacts at noon of the 3d instant, and I at once, by 
wire, notified Dr. Fowler at Kobe. Thanks, however, to some mis- 
management, the dispatch did not reach its address until after the China 
had left for Yokohama. The Japanese authorities at Kobe had, how- 
ever, an indistinct and incomplete report of the case by telegraph, and 
had examined the ship with unusual thoroughness. They concluded 
neither to disinfect nor quarantine her. 

Upon arrival of the China here, on the evening of the 4th, the ship 
was, as usual, boarded by the native quarantine officers, an expert from 
the sanitary bureau at Tokyo accompanying them, and the party made 
a minute examination of the ship and all on board. Disinfection and 
quarantine were again decided against, and the ship was given free 
pratique, although the captain was requested to prevent the Chinese 
passengers from landing in Yokohama. 

Under all the circumstances, I have decided not to request the treat- 
ment of the ship, and she, accordingly, goes on her way to the United 
States to-morrow. 

I may add that the party of 47 Chinese, to which the deceased 



